
 

1 
 

CITY OF NEWPORT 

HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF JUNE 8, 2022 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

A regular meeting of the Newport Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) was held at City 

Hall on June 8, 2022. 

 

Call to order 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Sumner at 5:00 p.m.   

 

Roll call 

 

The following voting members were present:  Bill Sumner (chair), Jo Bailey, Fred Leimbek,  

Beverly Bartl and Penny Duff.   

 

Preservation Planner Robert Vogel. 

 

Secretary’s report 

 

The minutes of the April 13, 2022 regular meeting were unanimously approved as submitted. 

 

Red Rock cemetery 

 

Preservation Planner Vogel reported on the condition of the historic Red Rock Cemetery, which 

is a designated Newport Heritage Landmark (owned by the city). The historic burial ground 

attracts visitors and contains twenty-eight tombstones, most of which are in a good state of 

preservation.  The grounds are overgrown and need to be mowed.  The entry gate has been 

damaged and needs to be repaired or replaced.  

 

Irish family 

 

Preservation Planner Vogel provided a brief overview of what is known about the Newport 

pioneers Joseph and Lucy W. (Keeey) Irish, who settled at Red Rock Prairie in 1851.  Lucy is 

credited with producing the first cheese sold in Minnesota Territory and the Irish farm was one 

of the largest agricultural holdings in the Newport area by the 1870s.  After Lucy’s death in 

December, 1884, Joseph sold the family farm and relocated to Walla Walla, WA, where he died 

in 1897.   

 

Pioneer Day plans 

 

This year’s Pioneer Day celebration will take place in Pioneer Memorial Park on Sunday, August 

14.  The HPC has had a presence at Pioneer Day every year since 1993 and the consensus was to 

have an HPC table again this summer.  It was also felt that this might be an opportune time for 
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the HPC to partner with the model railroad club by having them open the Train Tower to the 

public.   

 

MN Preservation Conference 

 

The annual statewide heritage preservation conference will be held in Duluth on September 14-

16, 2022.  Several commissioners indicated they were interested in attending.  At least one 

member of the HPC is required to attend in order for the city to maintain its Certified Local 

Government status.  Staff will provide more information on registration, costs and scholarship 

grants as soon as it becomes available. 

 

Plans for celebrating 30 years of HPC work 

 

There was a brief discussion of ways to celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the establishment of 

the Newport Heritage Preservation Commission, which held its first official meeting on 

September 23, 1992. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Robert C. Vogel 
Preservation Planning Consultant 


